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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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The Enduement of Power 


; By Dr. OSWALD J. SMITH . 
Pastor, The People’s.Church, Toronto, Canada 


“Speak Not Evil One of Another, Brethren” 


— James 4:11 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“The Holy Spirit is able to make 
the Word as successful now as in 
the days of the apostles. He can 


bring *in souls by hundreds and 


thousands as well as by ones and 
twos. The reason why we are no 
more prosperous is that we have 
not the Holy Spirit with. us in 


might and power as in early times. 


“If we had the Spirit sealing 


our ministry with power it would 


signify very little about talent. 
Men might be poor and uneducat- 


_ ed, their words might be broken and 


ungrammatical, but if the might 
of the Spirit attended them, the 
humblest evangelist would be more 
successful than the most learned 
of the divines, or the most eloquent 
of preachers. 


“It is extraordinary power from 
God, not talent, that wins the day 
It is extraordinary spiritual unc- 
tion, not extraordinary mental 
power, that we need. Mental power 


may fill a chapel but spiritual pow-. 


er fills the church with soul an- 
guish. Mental power may gather 
a large congregation, but.only spir- 
itual power will save souls. What 
we need is spiritual power.” —Chas. 
H. Spurgeon. 

“Let the Spirit be lacking, and 


fe there may be wisdom of words, but 


not the wisdom of God; the pow- 
ers of oratory, but not the power 
of God; the demonstration of ar- 


‘gument and the logic of the 


schools, but not the demonstration 
of the Holy Spirit, the all-convinc- 
ing logic of His lightning flash, 
such as convinced Saul before the 


Damascus gate. When the Spirit 
was outpoured the disciples were 
all filled with power from on high, 
the most. unlettered tongue could 
silence gainsayers, and with its 
| new: fire burn its way through ob- 
stacles as flames fanned by mighty 
winds sweep through forests.” — 
Arthur T, Pierson. 


“The ministers of the Gospel 
must needs have this power of the 
Holy Spirit, because otherwise 
they are not sufficient for the min- 
istry. For no man is sufficient for 
the work of the ministry by any 
natural parts and abilities of his 
own, nor yet by any acquired parts 
of human learning and. knowledge, 
but only by this power of the Holy 
Spirit; till he be endued with this, 
notwithstanding all his other ac- 
complishments he is altogether in- 
sufficient. And therefore the very 
apostles were to keep silent, till 
they were endued with this power; 
they were to wait at Jerusalem, 
till they had received the promise 
of the Spirit, and not to preach till 
then. 


“If they have not this power of 
the Holy Spirit they have not pow- 
er at all. Therefore, seeing the min- 
isters of the Gospel have not pow-~ 
er from beneath, they must needs 
have power from on high; seeing 
they have no fleshly power, they 
must needs have spiritual power; 

(Continued on page three) 
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More people sin with the tongue 
than any other way. 

People sin more often with the 
tongue than any other way. 

The terrible sin of the tongue is 
dealt with in detail in James, chap- 
ter 3, There we are told that, “If 
any man offend not in word, the 
same is a perfect man.’”’ God says 
that the tongue is a little matter 
but it is full of deadly poison, that 
it sets on fire the course of na- 
ture and is set on fire of Hell. 
And James 4:11 commands, 
“Speak not evil one of another, 
brethren.” 

It is wrong to speak evil of an- 
other Christian when you do not 
tell the truth. 


It is wrong to speak evil of an- 
other Christian when you do not 
know whether it is so or not. 


It is always wrong to speak evil 
of a Christian, even when you feel 
sure you are telling the truth. The 
Scripture plainly and emphatical- 
ly commands, “Speak not evil one 
of another.” 


Many Christians pride them- 
selves on telling the truth and the 
whole truth no matter what any- 
body thinks about it. They say, 
“Hew to the line and let the chips 
fall where they will.’”“ Other people 
say, “I say just what I think, no 
matter what people think about 
it. I am no hypocrite. I am not 
mealy-mouthed.” But Christians 
need to learn the Christian grace 
of not telling all the truth and not 
saying all that they think. The sin 
of criticism is a bitter, wicked, 
guilty sin that brings the wrath 


of God. The critical tongue is one 
that is “Set on fire of hell.” 
There are many reasons why 
God condemns the critical spirit as 
unchristian and wicked. There are 
many reasons why all of us oughi 


-to confess and forsake our habit 


of criticism which grieves the Holy 
Spirit, makes others unhappy, 
breaks peace and _ fellowship 
among Christians and _ brings 
shame and reproach on the cause 
of Christ. 


“Judge Not, That Ye Be Not 
Judged" 

Jesus said on this matter, 

1. “Judge not, that ye be not 
judged. 

2. “For with what judgment ye 
judge, ye shall be judged; and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again. 


3. “And why beholdest thou the 
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, 
but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye? 

4. “Or how wilt thou say to thy 
brother, Let me pull out the mote 


‘out of thine eye; and, behold, a 


beam is in thine own eye? 

o. Thou hypocrite, first cast out 
the beam out of thine own eye; 
and then shalt thou see clearly to 
cast out the mote out of thy 
brother’s eye.” —Matt. 7:1-5. 

. first, a Christian ought not to 
stand in judgment on another 
Christian because he does not know 
all about it. Most gossip and most 
criticism is based on hear-say and 
rumor. Your criticism of other peo- 
ple is usually simply. quoting that 
old liar, ‘““‘They say.” Before you 
pass a criticism that will break 
somebody’s heart or bring tears or 
shame or arouse anger or cause 
some weak Christian to stumble, 
you had better consider carefully 
whether you absolutely know what 


you are talking about. Eli thought 
that Hannah, a_ broken-hearted 
woman in tearful prayer for a 
child, was drunk. He thought that 
he saw her drunk. But he did that 
woman an injustice and would have 
committed a terrible sin to have 
reported anything of the kind. The’ 
apostles at Pentecost were accused 
of being drunk when in fact they 
were filled with the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:13). Those who saw them 
sinned against God when they crit- 
icised the Spirit-filled Christians. 
So you had better be mighty care- 
ful before you criticise people even 
when you think you know they are 
wrong. “I saw it with my own 
eyes’—-How many false and cruel 
slanders are started with such a 
statement! But Eli’s eyes deceived 
him (1 Sam. 1:13-15). Hannah 
was not drunk though she appeared 
to be. The apostles at Pentecost 
were not drunk though the preju- 
diced observers thought they saw 
convincing evidence. 


A woman once said to me, “Why 
have you got it in for me? You 


passed me on the sidewalk and de- © 


liberately looked the other way and 
wouldn't speak!” Poor, dear, sen- 


sitive soul! I am so absent-minded... 


I must offend. in that way. My 
burdens and problems are so many 
that I sometimes forget the most 
ordinary courtesies and often do 
not see people when I look them 
square in the face. I never remem- 
bered even seeing the woman just 
mentioned. Yet she sinned when 
she judged me. And about all such 
cases the Bible says, “Judge not, 
that ye be not judged.” Do not feel 
free to criticise with unchristian 
license, for all of us are so human 


and weak and ignorant that we do ~ 


not know enough to pass ae a i 
fairly. 
(Continued on page two) 


“OH, IF I HAD READ ONE OF THOSE 
BOOKS WHEN I WAS MARRIED, I 


AND GOD SHALL WIPE AWAY ALL 


SURE COULD HAVE SAVED LOTS 
OF HEARTACHE AND TROUBLE!” 


AS \ YAS 


TEARS FROM THEIR EYES; AND THERE 
SHALL BE NO MORE DEATH, NEITHER 
SORROW, NOR CRYING, NEITHER SHALL 


THERE BE ANY MORE PAIN -— 
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By sceliteay 4 of the Cincinnati Times we piaaien the above. heart-mov- 
ing cartoon. We are in the midst of war and trouble. Millions of Ameri- 

—~ cans may die, millions may be wounded, and poverty and trouble may 
come to every home. But let the Bible be our comfort. Christ is an ever- 
present help in trouble. He cares for His own. And one cvs day God 
Himself shall wipe away all tears! 


In Spickard, Missouri, a Chris- 
tian woman read the editor’s book, 
Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, and 
Women Preachers, and was great- 
ly blessed. Here is a part of her 
letter. 

“I got the book on Bobbed Hair, 
Bossy Wives, and Women Preach- 
ers and have read it thru and am 
loaning it to my neighbors, friends 
and relatives to read. It is sure a 
fine book and such a blessing. 

* &£ & & ‘ 


“T had already let my hair grow 
when I was saved,- but I know I 
have been a rebellious wife. But 
since I was saved I have seen 
where I was wrong and have tried 
to do right, but by God’s help I 
shall try not to be any more. I 
know the things in your book are 
true because since I have surren- 
dered my will to my husband and 
God I have had several blessed ex- 
periences happen to me like you 
have described in your book. Oh, 
if I had read one of those books 
when I was married, I sure could 


_|have saved lots of heartache and 


trouble! My girls are letting their 
hair grow, too. I didn’t ask them 
to. They just heard us**talking 
about it. 
* £ & & 

“The girls get the picture of 
your girls in that book and look 
at them. They say, ‘Mother, I wish 


‘1 my hair was like that.’ They have 
-jalways wanted me to let their hair 


grow, but everyone laughed at 
them so that I thought I’d wait 
until they were older. They are six 
and ten, but it won’t be cut any 
more, even if they do laugh. 

; “Mrs. R—— G 

“Spickard, Missouri.” 

If some preachers who are afraid 
to preach on these solemn mat- 
ters, so plainly taught in the Word 
of God, could only read the let- 
ters we are getting these days, 
showing how homes and hearts 
have been blessed by this book, 


Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, and ~ 


Women Preachers, they would take 
courage and be more bold to 
preach what the Bible teaches, I 
believe. One woman has written to 
say she has taken Christ as her 
Saviour. Others are telling how 
their husbands have suddenly be- 
come interested in the gospel, ten- 
derhearted and gentle toward their 
wives, as the wives begin to show 
that meek and quiet spirit, that 
submission to the husband’s au- 
thority, which God has ordained 
and commanded. A preacher’s wife 
wrote to confess what a rebellious 
wife she had been, and how she 
had been a burden to her husband 
instead of holding him up in 
prayer. No doubt many another 


could say with this sister from 


Spickard, Missouri, “Oh, if I had 
read one of those books when I was 


married, I sure could have saved 


lots of heartache and trouble!” 
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(Continued from page one) 


Every lawyer discovers that 
among obviously honest people, 
_ witnesses sworn to tell nothing but 
the truth and obviously trying to 
tell the truth, differ in their re- 
ports of things to which they were 
eye witnesses! If three people see 
the same automobile accident they 
will yet not agree on what really 
happened. One reason we cannot 
+ tell things straight is because we 
*}. do not see them straight. Our ca- 
4 pacities are so limited and our sin- 
cursed- human nature so frail that 
a prayerful Christian dare not 
judge others on his own judgment. 
For God knows we do not want 
others to judge us by appearances. 
|| “Appearances are deceitful” and 
|. “all is not gold that glitters.” 
'|' I was once forcefully reminded 
‘ that even sincere intelligent peo- 
ple do not see things as they are. 
My dear friend, Rev. P. B. Chen- 
ault was killed when his car was 
rammed and wrecked by a drunk- 
a en driver. When the drunken kill- 
>; er was tried I was brought to the 
stand to identify the car.-. Mr. 
Chenault had just concluded a two- 
weeks’ campaign in the church of 
which I was pastor in Dallas. On 
the stand the prosecuting attorney 
asked me, ‘‘What kind of car did 
Mr. Chenault drive?” 
ei “A 19388 two-door Buick sedan,” 
' I replied. 
“Did you know the car well?” 
“Yes; the car sat in my drive- 
way for two weeks, I often rode 
in it, I even drove it,’’ I replied. 
The district attorney then asked, 
“What color was the car?” 
“It was black,” I replied. 
“Are you sure?” asked the Eror- 
ecutor. 
“Yes, I am sure; the car is black. 
I have seen it since the wreck.” 
I went back to the witness rooms 
and the case proceeded. That eve- 
ning I discovered that the deputy 
' sheriff who had seen the wreck, 
arrested the drunken driver, called 
the ambulance, and had the car 
towed in to a garage, had sworn 
on the stand that the car was 
green. The district attorney asked 
that I see the car again and I was 
Summoned as a witness the fol- 
__ lowing day. I went to the garage 
"a block away to see the car and 
discovered that it was not, black, 
nor green; it was dark blue! I had 
been misled because the car was 
very dark, and got the impression 
that it was black. The deputy 
sheriff, equally sincere, was misled 
_ by his. remembrance of the green 
smear of paint left on the car 
driven by the drunkard. The un- 
dercoating of paint on Mr. Chen- 
ault’s car was dark green and. that 
color was. left on the other car. 
~~ And that glaring impression over- 
ruled in his mind the true color 
which he saw repeatedly with his 
own eyes. 


Both of us swore to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth. Both of us sincerely 
intended to do so. But neither of us 
did. So every Christian should be 
humbly constious that he cannot 
trust even his own sight, his own 
hearing, and his own memory 
when criticising others. How fool- 
ish, then, how wicked, to speak 
evil of another even when we think 
we tell the exact truth. 


No critic, for example, could tell 
the exact truth about David’s sin 
-with Bathsheba if he had never 
~~ read the fifty-first Psalm. And any 
_ Jerusalem gossiper might, with 
4 his Own ears, have heard Peter 
q - deny Christ, and yet he could not 
_. possibly have related the thing as 
- it was if he did not see Peter go 
a away iy: § awn of that sad, sad 

day. g bitterly, or who did 
ft know the import of that holy 
_ meeting by the sea of Galilee a 
. few days later as recorded in John 
4 21:15-17. In either case the exact 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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j F Speak N ot Evil One of Another, Brethren” 


facts, outwardly, those that could 
be seen and heard and measured, 
could not possibly be judged truly 
without a heart knowledge of the 
unseen factors of those loving, im- 
pulsive, sinning but truly devoted 
Christians—David and Peter. 


“Speak not evil one of another, 
brethren,” even if it is true or if 
you think it is true. You dare not 
trust yourself to judge. 


How blind our criticism often is! 
We speak evil of people and quote 
what they said, only we do not 
quote exactly what they said. On 
the same basis Jesus was cruelly 
and bitterly criticised. Witnesses 
came and swore in the trial which 
condemned him to be crucified that 
they had heard Jesus say concern- 
ing the temple at Jerusalem, “IT 
will destroy this temple that is 
made with hands, and within three 
days I will build another made 
without hands” (Mark 14:58). 
They swore that therefore Jesus 
was an enemy of the Jewish reli- 
gion and of the temple. Actually, 
Jesus had said something very sim- 
ilar to that but “he spake of the 
temple of his body’ (John 2:21), 
that is, that He would rise from 
the dead after three days in the 
grave. 


Evil speaking concerning others 
is always unkind, usually it is silly 
and foolish-and often it is down- 
right vicious. When you do not 
know exactly what a man meant 
by his words, and often you do not 
even remember the exact words, 
then it is foolish to do him harm 
and sin against Christ by hurtful 
criticism. 

And if we are not fit to judge 
people: by what we ourselves see 
and hear, then how can we judge 
them by hear-say and gossip? 


When I was very young I was 
greatly impressed with the silliness 
of gossip by a game people used 
to play, called “gossip.” We would 
sit in a big circle around a room 
and one person would start the 
game by softly whispering a sen- 
tence in another’s ear. Then that 
one would turn and again whisper 
what he heard, as he understood 
it, to his neighbor, and so the mes- 


circle. Invariably it came back 
greatly changed, unrecognizable, 
usually with no connection what- 
ever to the first whispered sen- 
tence! So it is with gossip and that 
is one reason the Bible condemns 
so sharply such talking about oth- 
ers. Hear-say, gossip, is usually 
perverted and twisted by ignor- 
ance and winged by malice, sped 
by hate. People speak evil of their 
neighbours because they think evil 
of their neighbours. Alas, too of- 
ten “The wish is father to the 
thought” and we accuse people of 
doing what we hoped they did. So 
Christians are commanded not to 
suffer as “busy-bodies in other 
men’s matters” and women par- 
ticularly are warned about ‘“wan- 
dering about from house to house; 
and not only idle but tattlers also 
and busybodies, speaking things 
which they ought not” (I Tim. 5: 
13). 

In the same 7th chapter of Mat- 
thew where Jesus tells us, “Judge 
not, that ye be not judged” is an- 
other statement often used as an 
excuse for judging. Verse 16 says, 
‘Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles?’’ Peo- 
ple admitted that the Saviour com- 
manded not to judge but in the 
same breath they say that He per- 
mitted us-to judge men by their 
fruits. But a little care will show 
that verse 1 and verse 16 in the 
7th chapter of Matthew do not con- 
tradict each other. In verse 16 Je- 
sus was talking about false teach- 
ers. In verse 15 He says, “Beware 
of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but in- 
wardly they are ravening wolves.” 
False teachers can be known as 
false teachers by their fruits. You 
cannot know the heart of a false 
teacher, cannot -know his motives, 
cannot surely know whether he is 
saved or not, But you can compare 
his teaching with the Bible and 
learn whether or not he is a false 
prophet. For instance, one who de- 
nies the deity of Christ or the in- 
spiration of the Bible or the blood’ 
atonement is a false prophet. You 
may know him by his fruits. But to 
know a man who is wrong in doc- 


>| trine does not give you the right 


to judge him personally. Jesus did 
not mean this as an éxcuse to 


speak evil of brethren or to pass 


sage would be relayed around the\ 
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eprint of Ministers Is Especially 
Forbidden 


And the same chapter (I Tim. 
5:19) warns particularly, “‘Against 
an elder receive not a accusation, 
but before two or three witnesses.” 
An elder, in Bible language, means 
a minister. Of all those who suf- 
fer from slander and gossip, none 
are so sinned against as ministers 
of God. They are public men. All 
they do is of interest to the pub- 
lic. They are held to be examples, 
as they ought to be, and so people 
expect of them more than of oth- 
er people. Preachers who’ preach 
against sin offend many people and 
so there are many who look for 
something to criticise.. The gain- 
saying outside world which hated 
Jesus Christ naturally is not friend- 
ly toward His ministers who serve 
Him faithfully. Thus they are sub- 
ject to criticism. So Christians are 
warned not to receive an accusa- 
tion against a preacher except by 
the mouth of two or three witness- 
es, evidently eye witnesses. 


I fear that some preachers some- 
times sin grievously in judging 
their brethren harshly. If a preach- 
er does not have the same belief 
about methods we too often criti- 
cise harshly, too often go by hear- 
say. I have more than once been 
rebuked in my own mind for be- 
lieving what people told me about 
preachers. One notorious preacher 
did what seems to me a very sad 
and wicked thing. At various times 
six different preachers were ac- 
cused of immorality with women. 
All had been his intimate friends. 
If a certain preacher away from 
home wired back for money, he 
doubtless had been in some un- 
savory scrape, this critic hinted. If 
another’s health was broken down, 
you might be sure there was a 
woman in the case. About another 
preacher it was, “I understand they 
have bad trouble in his church— 
woman trouble they tell me!” The 
implication was clear. Another 
preacher and his wife had a mis- 
understanding and my friend said 
it was because she learned about 
a certain red-headed woman. In 
another case it was, “A friend tells 
me he had to\leave a former pas- 
torate out West because of a wom- 
an.’ I felt then and feel now that 
the suspicions cast on those six 
preachers were unjust. There was 
no proof ever given, and all but 
one are still very useful earnest 
men of God. In most of the cases, 
if there was any truth at all in 
the insinuations and accusations, 
it was probably greatly overdrawn. 
Even if it had all been true, which 
it was not, it ought never to have 
been said. And let every one who 
reads this search his own heart to 
see whether or not he has been 
guilty of similar sins. The Bible 
commands, “Speak not evil one of 
another, brethren. és 


A world-famous evangelist, a 
marvelous soul-winner, whose long 
life in the white light of public 
gaze had been spent without a re- 
proach, lost his beloved wife. His 
hungry heart had long been starved 
for the companionship which other 
men have in their homes, but which 
he was denied by is world-wide 
service for the Lord and his con- 
stant travels. So after a year or 
two he married again. His sin was 
only that his bride was a young 
woman, though most devout and 
blameless. 


With critics it mattered not at 
all that his life was blameless, that 
his influence over millions was only 
for good. Many Christian know-it- 
alls criticized, said “It’s too bad!” 
and prophesied, “You'll see—it will 
be the end of his great ministry.” 
The more “fundamental” the min- 
isters sometimes the more catty 
were their gossipy remarks. Mean- 
time this magnificent man of God 
has gone .on with his blessed min- 
istry in the marvelous power of 
the Spirit. 

We aré reminded of God “Touch 
not mine anointed, and do my 
prophets no harm” (Psalm 105: 
15). It is a special sin to speak 
evil of preachers. 


"That Ye Be Not Judged”’ 


Christians ought not to judge 
others; first, use it is wrong 
and our judgment oy usually so far 
from correct. We are commanded | am 
not to judge. But then another very 
sensible and practical reason is 
given — “that ye be not judged.” 
Jesus said, “Ju not, that ye be 
not judged. For with what judg- 
ment ye judge, ye shall be 


and with what measure ye ‘mete, it 
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shall be measured to you again” 
(Matthew 7:1, 2 

If we want niki to deal truly 
with us then let us be doubly sure 
that we deal truly with others. We 
do not want to be accused on hear- 
say evidence; then let us not accuse 
others abou Ie things concerning 
which we are not certain. And 
even when we do wrong, we want 
our frailty to be measured with 
kindness. ‘With the e measure 
that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again,” the Sav- 
iour says. If we want kindness we 
should give kindness. If we want 
our faults to be covered with char- 
ity and brotherly love and forgive- 
ness, then God help us to be as 
kind and as charitable to others. 
Forgive where you would be for- 
given. Have mercy where you your- 
self so greatly need mercy. | 

You say the other man has a 
mote in his eye, and probably you 
are correct about that. All of us 
have motes in our eyes. The world 
we live in has plenty of motes, 
dust and trash, worldliness and sin 
floating about our moral natures 
just as the dust and trash is blown 
about in the air and may get in 
our physical eyes. All of us are sin- 
ners and there is plenty of room 
to criticise the best saint of God 
that ever walked this earth. I 
know I could do a grand job of 
criticising Moses or David or Pe- 
ter. And Paul couldn’t get along 
with Barnabas. Besides, he was 
headstrong and went to Jerusalem 
when God plainly commanded Him 
not to. So I could criticise Paul 
and tell the truth. In fact, I believe 
I could find room for criticism in 
any Christian. Only God Himself 
is perfect. But before you start out 
to pick the mote out of your neigh- 
bour’s eye, first pull the beam (the 
timber or plank) out of your own 


eye. Most of us are not fit to criti- 


cise others. 


- The woman you criticise — are 
you sure you love God better than 
she? Are you sure that your rec- 
ord is as clean in God’s sight? If 
you were burdened, as she may be, 
or tempted the same way, would 
you stand the test? That man who 
drinks—if you had his taste, his 
background and his environment 
and companions, are you certain 
you wouldn’t be tempted to drink, 
too? And if you do not sin in just 
the same way, do you not sin in 
other ways? Who are you to con- 
demn a servant of God, one for 
whom Christ died? Remember that 
the Bible says, ‘‘To his own master 
he standeth or falleth’ (Rom. 14: 
14). Why not have the love and for- 
giveness of Christ, and remember 
that the Bible says, ‘‘Who is he 
that condemneth? It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is risen again 

(Rom. 8:34). Christ knew 
all about sinners and yet He died 
for them and you may do well te 
have the same attitude. 

The woman taken in adultery 
(John 8:1-11), certainly deserved 
condemnation. Those who spoke 
against her were eye-witnesses of 
her shame —didn’t they have a 
right to talk? Didn’t they have a 
right to stone her as she really de- 
served according to the Mosaic 
law? No, not as long as they had 
beéh guilty of sin, too. “He that is 
without sin among you, let him 
first cast @ stone at her,” Jesus 
said (John 8:7). If all of us wait- 
ed until we were without sin before 
throwing stones, we would surely 
never speak evil of our neighbours, 
never harass and burn and bring 


tears or shame or broken hearts. 


We would never discourage a weak 
Christian nor give joy to the wick- 
ed unsaved who delight in the 
faults of God’s people. Well does 
the Scripture say, “Brethren, if a 
man be overtaken in. a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness; 
considering thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted” (Gal. 6:1). Criticism 


leads to further sin. Criticism is a 


proud and haughty sin that leads 
the critic away from prayer and 
so brings him out of touch with 
God into greater temptation and so 
finally down to a fall and shame. 
Criticism is part of the pride that 
goes before destruction, part of-the 
haughty spirit that goes before a 
fall, so “consider lest ye also be 
tempted.” 


Christ's Example 


We might well consider the ex- 
le of our dear Saviour in this 
“When he was reviled, re-| 

viled not again,” (I Peter 2:23). 
There were multitudes of people 
about whom Jesus could have said 
the bitterest things and said them 


truly, and yet He did not say them. 
Considering those who crucified 
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Him, He said, “Father, forgive 
them: for they know not what they 
do” (Luke 23:34). He went like 
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so He openeth not his mouth. He 
did not embitter the broken hearts 
of His followers by criticism of 
others at this time. He-did not en- 
gender hatred in their hearts 
against their rulers when He could 


have so easily done it. When Judas . 


kissed Him ‘with the traitor’s kiss, 
He called him “friend” and when 
His heart was broken at the Last 
Supper He dipped in the sop with 
Judas and said no evil word about 
the man who was even then pre- 
paring to bargain with the priests 
and sell his master for a few piec- 
es of silver. 

Consider the sermons of Jesus. 


When He spoke of some one per- . 


sonally and by name, it was usu- 
ally only in kindness. In the true 
story of the rich man and Lazarus, 
He gives the name of Lazarus 
which would be joy to his loved 
ones and friends. Charitably He 
leayes unsaid the name of the poor 
rich man who died and went to 
Hell. Not a brother or sister or 
child could ever be grieved or 
shamed by his name being called, 
though certainly Jesus kneW his 
name! To the Pharisees theniselves 
He spoke boldly and plainly about 
their hypocrisy and sin but we do 
not know that He ever spoke in 
the third person about any indi- 
vidual Pharisee in unkind terms. 
He knew many of them that were 
lost and wicked and- hypocrites 
and could have called them by 
name but as far as we know He 
never did in speaking of them to 
others. When Mary anointed Him 
with ointment He praised her open- 
ly and said, “She has done what 
she could.” At the same table and 
involved in the same incident was 
wicked, godless, covetous, traitor- 
ous Judas, protesting that the oint- 
ment ought to be sold and the mon- 
ey given to the poor. Yet Jesus 
did not expose Judas. How easy it 
would have been! And how quick- 
ly many of us preachers would 
have done it! And Judas deserved 
it. But it would have done no good, 
would have brought division, hate 
and shame. 

How kind was the Holy Spirit 
in His inspired statements about 
Joseph of Arimathea. In the gos- 
pels written by Matthew, Mark and 
Luke, presumably while Joseph and 
his intimates were alive, we are 
told how Joseph was a rich man, 
a counsellor (a member of the San- 
hedrin) one who looked for the 
coming of Jesus, and are told how 
he gladly gave his new tomb and 
came boldly to Pilate to ask 


the body of Jesus. It is only in the. 


gospel of John, written. many, 
many years later when - Joseph 
himself and practically all that 
generation had died that the Holy 
Spirit inspired John to say that 
Joseph was a disciple, ah, yes, but 
“secretly for fear of the Jews.” 
The shameful fact of his coward- 
ice, his refusal to speak up for 
Jesus in the Sanhedrin, his fear for 
the loss of money and friends— 
they were not revealed until they 
could cause Joseph no bitterness 
of heart. And then this was writ- 
ten for our admonition. So if you 
know a Christian who is a coward, 
perhaps you had better say noth- 


ing about it until he is gone to 


heaven! 

Dear old abused Paul, the aged 
prisoner of Jesus Christ, spoke 
thus. of one of his bitterest ene- 
mies, “Alexander the coppersmith 
did me much evil: the Lord reward 
him according to his works” (II 
Tim. 4:14). As far as I know that 
is the worst that Paul ever said 
about anybody. He did not give the 
details. Probably he only men- 
tioned the matter because the sin 
was a public sin in the church, 
turning the hearts of the people 
against Paul and for’ that reason 
it was proper to mention it pub- 
licly. One man in Corinth was liv- 
ing in such shameful sin that Paul 
counselled them to withdraw fel- 
lowship with him at once. But he 
went into no detailed discussion of 
the. man’ 


after the man had repented, Paul 


urges that he be forgiven quickly 
and confirmed in the faith (II Cor. . 


2: 5-8), and in neither account is 
the man’s name called. In later 
years that man could never be re- 
proached by strangers who had 
read in Paul’s epistles of his sins! 

If you know a man’s wicked past 
but now he is sorry of it, then nev- 


er mention it. Some one you know . 


has a girl who has played the har- 
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sins. In II Corinthians, | 
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“Speak Not 
| (Continued from page two) 
tentiary; in God’s name help them 


them for the restoration of the err- 
ing one! All of us have sins enough 
and sorrow enough. Chistians 
should not add to sorrow but rath- 
er “Bear ye one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfill the law of Christ’ 
(Gal. 6:2). In my heart are bur- 
dens and sorrows of many others, 
confessed to me, which I will carry 
with me to my grave or to the 
rapture, wept over, prayed about, 
but ,never mentioned, many of 
them even to my wife. 

Do you suppose that you have 
grieved the Spirit of God by criti- 
cism? In the letter to the Ephe- 
sians, the last part of chapter 4 
and the first part of chapter 5 deals 
with sins that grieve the Holy 
Spirit. 
“Grieve not the Holy eae God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto“the day 
of redemption.”” When you read 
that list, nearly all of them are 


sins of the tongue: “bitterness,” 
“wrath,”’ “anger,” é clamour,”’ 
“evil speaking,” “jesting,” and 


such like. Maybe that is one reason 
you do not win souls. Perhaps be- 
cause of your critical, sinful 
tongue your prayers are not an- 


-swered. Perhaps your criticism of 


your brothers or sisters for whom 
Christ died has so grieved the ten- 
der, Holy Spirit that you do not 
feel the joy of His presence any 
more! Then confess your sin to- 
day, I ‘beg you, ask God to give 
you such a tender heart of love 
and forgiveness that you. will obey 
the Scriptural command, “Speak 
not evil one of another, brethren.” 


The Harm of Criticism 


Let us summarize some of the 
evils that result from this sin of 
criticism. When you speak evil one 
of another, terrible results follow. 

1. It often ruins the life of the 
one Criticised. Many a girl has 
thrown herself away after her rep- 
utation was ruined by foul-minded 
and wicked gossipers. Many young 
Christians fell into sin and then 
because of unkind and unchristian 
criticism, with never a helping 
hand, they became so discouraged 
that they never went back to the 
church. Some have admited to me 
that they sinned in going to danc- 
es or in getting drunk or getting 
angry, but who were so severely 
criticised by those who did noth- 
ing to help that they never: had 
heart to try again to live a Chris- 
tian life. Many pastors have quit 
the ministry; unable to face the 
hounding of unreasonable, unspir- 
itual, worldly-minded critics. The 
most unselfish preacher who ever 
lived, I suppose, has been accused 
repeatedly of “preaching for mon- 
ey.” The boldest and most uncom- 


promising of preachers have been | pf 


accused of catering to public favor 
if he would not preach what his 
critics wished to have him preach. 
Many a preacher who is sound in 
doctrine and believes the whole Bi- 
ble, yet differs from a long-tongued 
and evil-minded critic and so is 
called a modernist! Every warm- 
hearted, soul winning, Spirit-filled 
preacher has been called a fanatic. 
Preacher’s wives and children are 
subject to merciless criticism. Crit- 
icism has ruined the life of many a 
preacher. . : 
Criticism causes suicides, brok- 
en health and ruined nerves. Gos- 


sip has broken countless homes, | 


has estranged brothers, has divid- 


ed churches. Evil speaking of oth- 
‘er Christians is a heartless, cruel 


and terrible sin -which often ruins 
lives. | | 

2. Young Christians are often 
caused to stumble by hearing criti- 


_cism of other Christians. In thou- 


sands of cases, children in a fam- 
ily lose interest in Sunday School 
and church because their parents 
criticised the Sunday Schoool 
teachers or the pastors or the 
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Ephesians 4:30 says, 


Evil One of Another, Brethren” 


members of the church. They 


quickly become disheartened and 
hide that shame and pray with | dis 


. When young Christians 
hear so much criticism they often 
feel that there is no one they can 
trust, that it doesn’t pay to try 
to live for God. They become dis- 
couraged. Of such cases as these 
Jesus said, ‘“Whoso shall offend 
one of these little ones which be- 
lieve in me, it were better for him 
that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned 
in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 
18:7). Col. 3:21 says, “Fathers, 
provoke not your children to an- 
ger, lest they be discouraged.’’ 
Parents, too critical, may sin here. 
Every young Christian needs some- 
one to look up to and depend up- 
on and pattern after. Do not ruin 
the life of young Christians by 
heartless, profitless and thought- 
less evil speaking of other Chris- 
tians. Whatever faults you know 
of in a Christian, it always in- 
variably does harm instead of good 
to discuss them before others. 


3. Evil speaking gives Chris- 
tianity a bad name with the out- 
side world. Christians are supposed 
to love each other, and the most 
ignorant sinner knows instinctive- 
ly that brotherly love is the mark 
of a Christian. Jesus said, “By 
this shall all men know that ye 
are miy disciples, if ye have love 
one to another” (John 13:35). We 
are told in I Corinthians, thirteen, 
that love is the greatest thing in 
the world. Disagreements among 
Christians should be few and cor- 
rected as quickly as possible. Jesus 
said, “Agree with thine adversary 
quickly, whiles thou art in the way 
with him .. .” (Matt. 5:25). And 
we are commanded to “let not the 
sun go down upon your wrath” 
(Eph. 4:26). Critical, suspicious, 
quarrelling Christians are the poor- 
est possible recommendation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

In a revival in West Texas I 

one night preached on the sin of 
divorce. Unknown to me, two men 
active in the church work had been 
divorced and remarried. One of 
them had married a divorced wom- 
an. These two. hotly resented my 
sermon; one threatened me with 
physical violence, and they talked 
bitterly about the preaching in 
their homes. But in a few days 
the power of the gospel broke the 
hearts of these men. In tears, hum- 
bly and ashamed, they came to beg 
my forgiveness and asked me to 
pray for their families. One man 
was particularly concerned over 
his teen-aged daughter who had 
shown some interest in her soul 
early in the revival. However, as 
he had raved angrily concerning 
the preacher, this girl’s convictions 
had all seemed to leave her. Now 
she could not be reached, it seemed. 
er angry father had broken down 
her confidence in the preacher. 
Later, when her father and I to- 
gether earnestly tried to win her 
to Christ, the child, with set face 
and hardened heart, resisted every 
appeal. The man went away con- 
vinced, as I was, that he had 
blocked the salvation of his own 
daughter by his criticism of the 
preacher. No doubt there are mul- 
titudes-in Hell who went there be- 
cause of critical tongues of Chris- 
tians who speak evil one of an- 
other and particularly of preach- 
ers and Sunday School] teachers 
and Christian workers. 
Before you ever accuse an evan- 
gelist of preaching for money or 
a pastor of favoritism among the 
members or any Christian worker 
of worldliness or sin, you had bet- 
ter consider whether you will 
thereby block the only influence 
God has for the winning of your 
children or loved ones. When we 
learn to earnestly respect Chris- 
tians, particularly Christian work- 
ers and strive to maintain their 
good reputation, then the outside 
world will respect them as we do 
and never before. 


4. Evil speaking brings division 


“Words unexpressed may some- 
times fall back dead, 

But 
when they are said!” 

Critical tongues and evil speak- 


God Himself can’t kill them | 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


er, leads to exaggerations and mis- 
representations of sin. It leads to 
hate and vengeance and a hundred 
other sins. Evil speaking and criti- 
cism are talebearing and the fuel 
for all the sins of dissension and 
division. 7 

5. Do not forget that, most im- 
portant of all, the Holy Spirit of 
God is grieved by the sin of evil 
speaking and criticism. Perhaps 
this sin, more than others, is re- 
sponsible for the spiritual coldness 
and lack of the presence and pow- 
er of the Spirit of God in our 
churches and in our homes. .. 


What to Do When a Brother Sins 


If you know of a brother or sis- 
ter who has sinned, what should 
you do about it? There is always 
something you can do. 

1. If it is a sin against you, then 
go to the offender directly and 
kindly. Jesus said, 


“Moreover if thy brother 
shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault be- 
tween thee and him alone: if 
he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. 

“But if he will not hear thee, 
then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. 

“And if he shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the 
church: but if he neglect to 
hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man 
and a publican” (Matt. 18: 
15-17). 

That scripture gives the course 
of action when one has wronged 
you. It does not mean that you 
are then to talk about him nor 
campaign against him nor to get 
even. In every case you are to 
forgive ‘him. If possible, you are 
to help him to make it right. 


2. If you know of a Christian 
who has sinned but he has not 
wronged you personally, there may 
be times when you can be a bless- 
ing. Do not criticise. If you can go 
in Christian love and if your life 
is such that you will have the re- 
spect and confidence of the man 
who has sinned, he will probably 
welcome you. If you are not filled 
with the Spirit then you are not 
fit to reproach anybody about their 
sin. If your life is not better than 
the one you hope to help, then 
very likely you cannot do good. 

3. You can always pray. Pray 
for those in trouble like you will 
want people to pray for you when 
you get into trouble. Be a par- 
taker in the intercessory work of 
Jesus Christ, “Who ever liveth to 
make: intercession for us.’’ There 
are plenty to accuse. Why not re- 
solve that God helping you, you 
will always pray for those who are 
attacked and talked about, wheth- 
er they are guilty or not guilty? 
Moses interceded for the nation Is- 
rael when they made the golden 
calf, and through Moses’ prayer 
the nation was spared. Abraham 
interceded for worldly Lot and 
though Sodom and Gomorrah were 
destroyed the angels said they 
could do nothing at all until Lot 
was taken from the city. Daniel, 
in captivity, confessed the sins of 
his people and interceded for them, 
opening his window three times 
daily to pray toward Jerusalem. 
Samuel prayed for the wicked, 
fickle-minded Israelites who de- 
manded a king, and said, “God for- 


| bid that I should sin against the 


Lord in ceasing to pray for you” 
(I Sam. 12:23). One thing you can 
always do for people who do wrong 
and that is pray! 

4. Restore those who are accused 
of sin. Get other Christians to re- 
ceive them. Good old Barnabas in- 
terceded for Paul and he was re- 
ceived by the apostles at Jerusa- 
lem (Acts 9:26). Jonathan loved 
and interceded for David when ac- 
cused by Saul. Joab interceded for 
Absalom before David, If you are 
spiritual, then help restore the man 
overtaken in a fault, in the spirit 
of meekness as God has command- 


ed His people. Don’t sin by evil 


speaking. 


Don't 


If an impulse comes to say 

Some unthoughted word today 

That may drive a friend away, 
Don’t say it. 


If you’ve heard a word of blame 

Cast upon your neighbor’s name 

That may injure his fair fame 
Don’t tell it. 


If malicious gossip’s tongue 
Some vile slander may have flung 
On the head Phage or young 


Don’t repeat it. 
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Enduement of Power 
(Continued from page one) 


seeing they have no power from 
earth and from men, they must 
needs have power from heaven and 
from God: that is, the power of 
the Holy Spirit coming on them; 
or else they have no power at all.” 
— Wm. Dell. 


But. who is in the Anointing to- 
day? Who has the experience? It 
is promised; it is indispensable, 


and yet we labour on without it, |: 


working in the flesh like the dis- 
ciples who toiled all night and 
caught nothing. And just so will 
it be with us. An hour’s work in 
the Spirit will accomplish more 
than a year’s work in-the flesh. 
And the Fruit will remain. “It is 
the Spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing.’’ (John 6: 
63). “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is Spirit.” (Jno. 
3:6). It is Holy Spirit Fruit we 


}want, pure gold without alloy, and 
nothing less. Not the kind that 


comes undone, but the genuine ar- 
ticle that stands the test of time 
and Eternity; the kind we find at 
the prayer meeting as well as the 
Sunday services. Is this the kind 
of Fruit we are bearing? Is there 
conviction, and do souls come thru 
into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God? 


But have we the Enduement of 
Power? I don’t mean, have we 
“claimed it’ and gone forth reck- 
oning it ours, but, have we the ex- 
perience? If there is no Outcome, 
we certainly have not. If we are 
Spirit-filed there will be Holy 
Spirit Fruit. Men will break down 
in our meetings and sob out their 
sins to God. Let us see the Fruit 
if we are to believe in the Anoint- 
ing. “Ye shall receive Power.” And 
when Peter got it, three thousand 
were saved. And so with John 
Smith, Samuel Morris, Charles 
G. Finney and others — there 
was Fruit. This is the evi- 
dence, this is the test, and only 
this. If I am a man of God, endued 
with power from on High, souls 
will break down under my preach- 
ing; if I am not, nothing out 
of the ordinary will take place. Let 
this be the test’ for every preacher. 
By this we stand or fall. | 


“I was powerfully converted on 
the morning of the 10th: of Octo- 
ber, 1821,” writes Chas. G. Finney. 
“In the evening of the same day I 
received overwhelming baptisms of 
the Holy Ghost, that went thru me, 
as it seemed to me, body and soul. 
I immediately found myself en- 
dued with such power from on high 
that a few words dropped here and 
there to individuals were the means 
of their immediate conversion. My 
words seemed to fasten like barbed 
arrows in the souls of men. They 
cut like a sword. They broke the 
heart like a hammer. Multitudes 
can attest to this. Oftentimes a 
word dropped without my remem- 
bering it would fasten conviction, 

(Continued on puqge four) 


Editor’s Engagements 


The week of April 12-19, the 
editor will be preaching at the Ev- 
ansville Rescue Mission, with Rev. 


‘Earnest I. Reveal. It will be the 


third engagement there in as many 
years, and we always look forward 
to the sweet fellowship and the 
great crowds and souls saved. 
April 21 through May 10, we will 
be in a revival campaign with the 
Central Baptist Church, of Gary, 
Indiana, with Brother William 
Headley. We earnestly covet your 
prayers that many may be saved. 


May 17-22, I will be in a week 
of intensive evangelistic Bible 
teaching in First Baptist Taber- 
nacle, Englewood, (in greater Den- 
ver) Colorado, with my dear broth- 
er and blessed soul winner, Harvey 
H. Springer. Rev. Sam Morris and 
other speakers will take part on 
the eight days program, and great 
crowds are expected to fill the big 
auditorium. : 


Even if the story’s true, 

Think of all the harm ‘twould do; 

How much better, then, if you 
Don’t rehearse it. 


Thoughtful, kind, helpful speech, 

"Tis a gift vouchsafed to each— 

This the lesson we would teach: 
Don’t abuse it. 


Speak not evil one of another, 


' brethren. 
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THOSE WOMEN 


|WHO LABORED 


WITH PAUL 


BY THE EDITOR 


The women who labored with 
Paul in the gospel—-were they 
preachers? Or were they only good 
women who visited in homes and 
took the gospel to individuals? No 
doubt the latter is the case. 

Philippians 4:3 says: “And I en- 
treat thee also, true yokefellow, 
help those women which labored 
with me in the gospel, with Clem- 
ent also, and with other my fel- 
low laborers, whose names are in 
the book of life. : 

I think the explanation is that 
these women were personal soul 
winners. You will see from Acts 


vival work was done from house 
to house. ‘‘Daily in the temple, and 
in every house, they ceased not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ.” 
And from Acts 20:20 we see that 
Paul himself did a great deal of his 
soul winning from house to house. 
He says,-‘‘And how I kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto 
you, but have showed you, and 
have taught you publicly and from 
‘house to house.” They had no 
church buildings except the syna- 
gogues, and usually were not al- 
lowed long to meet in Jewish syn- 
agogues. So they met in the homes 
of Christians, and worked then 
from house to house. In this work 
many good Christian women evi- 


particularly’ as they visited the 
sick and the poor. 


For example, Phebe was a serv- 
ant, or deaconness of the church 
at Cenchrea (Romans 16:1). The 
deacons were specially selected to 
minister to the widows, carry food 


No doubt the deaconnesses were 
women selected to specially deal 
with the relief of women and to 
visit the sick and poor; and in 
this way they often, no doubt, won 
many souls. Church visitors and 
church missionaries often do. ex- 
actly the same work today, And I 
think those women who labored 
with Paul probably did the same 
thing, winning souls from. house 
to house. 

These women, then, were not 
preachers. The rest of the Bible, 
both in the Old and New Testa- 
ment, is as clear as can be that 
women are to keep silence in the 
churches, that they are not to 
usurp authority over the men nor 
teach men, There were no women 
preachers in the Bible; no women 
evangelists, no women pastors, no 
women teachers of men, no women 
official leadership over men in the 
churches. 
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dently’ did personal soul winning, 
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find myself, in a great measure, 
empty of this power. I would go 
and visit, and-find that I made no 
Saving impression. I would exhort 
and pray, with the same result. I 
would then set apart a day for 
private fasting and prayer, fearing 
that this power had departed from 
me, and would inquire anxiously 
after the reason of this apparent 
emptiness. After humbling myself, 
and crying out for help, the power 


. 2 * would return upon me with all its 


freshness. This has been the _ex- 
perience of my life. 

“This power is a great marvel. 
I have many times seen people un- 
able to endure the Word. The most 
simple and ordinary : statements 
would cut men_off their seats like 
a sword, would take away their 


_ gtrength, and render them almost 


helpless as dead men. Several 
times it has been true in my ex- 
perience that I could not raise my 


voice, or say anything in prayer or 


exhortation, except in the mildest 
manner, without overcoming them. 
This power seems sometimes ‘to 
pervade the atmosphere of the one 
who is highly charged with it. 
Many times great numbers of*per- 
sons in a community will be 
clothed with this power when the 


a - very atmosphere of the whole place 


seems to.be charged with the life 
of God. Strangers coming into it 
and passing through the place will 
be instantly smitten with convic- 
tion of sin and in many instances 


- converted to Christ. When Chris- 


tians humble themselves and conse- 
crate their all afresh to Christ, and 
ask for this power, they will often 
receive such a baptism that they 


‘will be instrumental in converting 


more souls.in one day than in all 
their lifetime before. While Chris- 
tians remain humble enough to re- 


‘tain this power, the work of con- 


version will go on, till whole com- 
munities and regions of country 
are converted to Christ. The same 


_ is true of the ministry,” 


Where is the soul anguish of by- 
gone days, the wounded conscience, 
the sleepless nights, the groans 
‘and cries; the awful conviction of 
sin,’ the sobs and tears of the lost? } 
Would to God we might hear and 
see it in this generation! 

And who is to blame; the peo- 
ple? Do we attribute it to their 
hardness of heart? Does the fault 
lie there? Ah no, my brethren, the 
fault is ours; we are to blame. 
Were we what and where we ought 
to be, the signs would still follow 
as in the days of old. Then should 
not every failure, every sermon 
that fails to break the people 
down, drive us to our knees and 


result in deep heart searching, and 


humiliation? Let us never . blame 
_ the people. If our churches are 
‘cold and unresponsive, it is be- 
cause we are cold. Like pastor 
like people. 

Oh how many there are who 
have been robbed of their testi- 
mony or who have never known 
the power of the Holy Spirit in 
their work! Their service is inef- 
fective and their witness bearing 


- null and void, while they accomp- 


lish little or nothing for God. Oh 
yes, they go through the motions 
and sometimes they are very ac- 
tive, but it is all in the energy of 


|= the flesh, and no spiritual results 


_ follow. Souls are.not saved nor are 
._ believers edified and built up in 


is a ghastly failure. Oh, what a 


' disappointing experience! 


_ But, thank God, this need not 


for “Ye shall ‘receive power,” 


s promise, and, “Tarry ye un- 


Ee - ye be endued with power from 


1 High,’ His command. 

‘The passage in Acts 1:8 literally 
: “Ye shall receive the power 
:: the Holy Spirit coming upon 
u.” So that the Anointing or 
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Enduement of Power is that ex- 
perience which is the result pro- 
duced by the Holy Spirit coming 
upon the believer and equipping 
him for service, 

Such Anointings are only re- 
ceived in the soul-agonies of deep 
travailing prayer. The nights and 
days of agonizing prayer for the 
souls of men, the countless hours 


‘of intercession that we find in the 


life of David Brainerd, the mighty 
wrestlings with the spiritual 
powers of darkness, until the body 
is wet with perspiration, that were 


}so common to John Smith—this is 


something that goes much further 
than present-day teaching, but it 
is the only thing that will produce 
the Fruit, and do the work of 
which wé are speaking. 


It is from these hours of pre- 
vailing prayer that we go forth to 
our work in the Anointing to wield 
the Sword of the Spirit with dead- 
ly effect. Prayer is’ the secret. 
There can be no substitute. And 
for each special work there must 
be a special Anointing. It is not 
merely a matter of yielding and 
believing now. Ah no! The glo- 
rious supernatural results that I 
am talking of are not obtained so 
easily. It costs and costs tremen- 
dously. 

“*They continued with one ac- 
cord in prayer and supplication.’ 
Prayer earnest, prayer united, and 
prayer persevering, these are the 
conditions; and, these being ful- 
filled, we shall assuredly be ‘en- 
dued with Power from on High.’ 
We should never expect that the 
Power will fall upon us just be- 
cause we happen once to awake 
and ask for it. Nor have any com- 
munity of Christians a right to 
look for a great Manifestation of: 
the Spirit,.if they are not all ready 
to join in supplication, and ‘with 
one accord,’ to wait and pray as 
if it were the concern of each one. 


» “It is only by waiting before 


that throne of grace that we be- 
come endued with the Holy Fire; 
but he who waits there long and 
believingly will imbibe that Fire, 
and come forth from his commun- 
ion with God, bearing tokens of 
where he has been. For the indi- 
vidual believer, and, above all, for 
every labourer in the Lord’s vine- 
yard, the only way Lo gain spirit- 
lal Power is by secret waiting at 
the throne of God, for the Baptism. 

“Tf thou, then, wouldst have thy 
soul surcharged with the Fire of 
God, so that those who come nigh 
to thee shall feel some mysterious 
influence proceeding out from thee, 
thou must draw nigh to the source 
of that Fire, to the throne of God 
and of the Lamb, and shut thyself 
out from the world—that cold 
world, which so swiftly steals our 
Fire away. Enter into thy closet, 
and shut to thy door, and there, 
isolated, before the throne, await 
the Baptism; then the. Fire shall 
fill thee, and when thou comest 
forth, holy Power will attend thee, 
and thou shalt labour not in thine 
own strength, but ‘in demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit, and of Power.’ ”’ 
—Wm. Arthur. 

There are many in a false ex- 
perience who think they are in the 
Anointing when they are not, All 
I can say is that the evidence, the 
proof is lacking. If they were, 
there would be the same things 
happen that those who were truly 
Anointed always witnessed. If all 
the professed baptisms and fillings 
of the Holy Spirit in the modern 
conventions were real, the whole 
country would be set on fire. Nay, 
if just one man or one woman re- 
ceived the Anointing, the towns 
and villages for miles around 
might be swept by a mighty 
Revival, and thousands brought 
under deep conviction of sin and 
made to cry for mercy. The proof 
of the Anointing is the Outcome. 
The evidence that the spirit of Eli- 
jah had fallen on Elisha was the 
fact that he, too, smote the waters 
of Jordan and they divided. 

_ “Why is it so hard to get?” you 
‘ask. Why? Because God will not 
pour His Spirit on the flesh. He 
must do His work in us first, and 
generally it takes a long time, for 
we will not let Him have His way 
with us. The savour of our own 
name, love or praise, or some such 


|sinful obstacle blocks Him at 


every turn. He cannot humble us; 
He is unable to break our hearts 
because we will not yield. 

Or else, because He _ cannot 


jtrust us with so great an honour. 
He knows we will only make ship- 
twreek of it. Oh, the sad, heart- 


rending incidents of men and wom- 
en who were once used in mighty 


| Revivals, and, in the Anointing of 


the Spirit, brought hundreds. of | 
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souls to God, who lost that cher- 
ished blessing and worked in the 
flesh ever after, accomplishing 
little or nothing! They counted it 
too lightly; they became puffed 
up and proud; they allowed some 
little sin to come in; the Holy 
Spirit was grieved.away, and they 
found themselves, like Samson of 
old, shorn of their strength. At one 
time when they preached souls 
cried aloud for mercy under awful 
conviction. Now they beg and coax; 
the meetings are dead and cold, 
while only a handful respond, and 
even these are not Holy Spirit 
Fruit. 

It remains only to’ insert the 
testimonies of some who have re- 
ceived the Enduement of Power 
to convince us of the reality of the 
experience. And if God could give 
it to one or a dozen He can give 
it to all. 

“For thirteen years,’ writes 
Evan Roberts, “I had prayed for 
the Spirit; and this is the way I 
was led to pray. William Davies, 
the deacon, said one night in the 
society: ‘Remember to.be faithful. 
What if the Spirit descended and 
you were absent? Remember 
Thomas! What a loss he had’ 

“I said to myself: ‘I will have 
the Spirit’; 
kind of weather and in spite of all 
difficulties, I went to the meet- 
ings. Many times, on seeing other 
boys with the boats on the tide, I 
was tempted to turn back and join 
them. But, no. I said to myself: 
‘Remember your resolve,’ and on I 
went, I went faithfully to-the meet- 
ings for prayer throughout the ten 
or eleven years I prayed for a Re- 
vival. It was the Spirit that moved 
me thus t< think.” 

At a certain morning meeting 
which Evan Roberts attended, the 
evangelist in one of his petitions be- 
sought that the Lord would “‘bend 
us.’ The Spirit seemed to say to 
Roberts: ‘“That’s what you need, 
to be bent.” And thus he describes 
his experience: ‘I felt a living 
force coming into my bosom. This 
grew and grew, and I was almost 
bursting. My bosom was boiling. 
What boiled in me was that verse: 
‘God commending His love.’ I fell 
on my knees with my arms over 
the seat in front of me; the tears 
and perspiration flowed freely. I 
thought blood was gushing forth.” 
Certain friends approached to wipe 
his face. Meanwhile he was crying 
out, “O Lord, bend me! Bend me!” 
Then suddenly the glory broke. 

Mr. Roberts adds: “After I was 
bent, a wave of peace came over 
me, and the audience sang, “I hear 
Thy welcome voice.’ And as they 


‘sang I thought about the bending 


at the Judgment Day, and I was 
filled with compassion for those 
that would have to bend on that 
day, and I wept. 

“Henceforth, the salvation of 
souls became the burden of my 
heart. From that time I was on 
fire with a desire to go through 
all ‘Wales, and if it were possible, 
I was willing to pay God for the 
privilege of going.’ 

Such was the experience of 
Evan Roberts, God’s honoured in- 
strument in the great Welsh Reviv- 
al. Now let us listen to the testi- 
monies of John Wesley and Christ- 
mas Evans: 

“About three in the morning as 
we. were continuing instant in 
prayer, the power of God came 
mightily upon us, insomuch that 
many cried out for exceeding joy, 
and many fell to the ground. As 
soon as we recovered a little from 
the awe and amazement at the 
presence of His Majesty, we broke 
out with one voice, ‘We praise 
Thee, O God, we acknowledge Thee 
to be the Lord.’ "John Wesley. 

“I was weary of a cold heart to- 
wards Christ and His sacrifice, and 


the work of His Spirit—of a cold } 


heart in the pulpit, in secret 
prayer, and in study. Fifteen years 
previously, I .had felt my heart 
burning within as if going to Em- 
maus with Jesus. 

“On a day ever to be remem- 
béred by me, as I was climbing up 
towards Cader Idris, I considered 
it to be incumbent upon me to 
pray, however hard I felt in my 
heart, and however worldly the 
frame of my spirit was. Having 
begun in the name of Jesus, I soon 
felt, as it were, the fetters loosen- 
ing, and the old hardness of heart 
softening, and, as I thought, moun- 
tains of frost and snow dissolving 
and melting within me. 

“This engendered confidence in 
my soul in the promise of the Holy 
Ghost. I felt my whole mind re- 
lieved from some great bondage; 
tears flowed copiously, and I was 
constrained to Bess out for the gra- 


and through every 


cious visits of God, by restoring 
to my soul the joys of His salva- 
tion; and that He would visit the 
churches of the saints, and nearly 
all the ministers in the principali- 
ty by their names. 


“This struggle lasted for three 
hours: it rose again and again, 
like one wave after another, or a 
high flowing tide, driven by a 
strong wind, until my nature be- 
came faint by weeping and crying. 
Thus [ resigned myself to Christ, 
body and soul, gifts and labours— 
all my life—every day, and every 
hour that remained for me; and all 
my cares I committed to Christ. 


“From this time I was made to 
expect the goodness of God to 
churches, and to myself. In the 
first religious meetings after this, 
I felt as if I had been removed 
from the cold and sterile regions 


of spiritual frost, into the verdant: 
fields of Divine promises. 


The 
former striving with God in 
prayer, and the longing anxiety for 
the conversion of sinners, which I 
experienced at Leyn, were now re- 
stored. I had a hold of the prom- 
ises of God. 

“The result was, when I re- 
turned home, the first thing that 
arrested my attention was that the 
Spirit was working also in the 
brethren in Anglesea, . inducing 
in them a spirit of prayer, es- 
pecially in two of the deacons, who 


-were particularly importunate that 


God would visit us in mercy/ and 
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render the Word of His grace ef- - 
fectual amongst us for the con- 
version of sinners.” 


Now, apparently strengthened 
as by a new spirit, with “might in 
the inner man,” he laboured with 
renewed energy and zeal; and new 
and singular blessings descended 
upon his labours. In two years, his 
ten preaching places in Anglesea 
were increased to twenty, and six 
hundred converts were added to 
the church under his immediate 
care.—Christmas Evans. 


Oh for the Spirit’s mighty power, 
The Unction from above! 

Oh for a gracious heav’nly shower, 
The fulness of God’s love! 


This, only this, our one great need, 
Naught else can e’er prevail; 
Thus for the Unction new we plead, 

It only can avail. 


Our sins to God we now confess; 
To Him we yield our all, 

Believing: He will surely bless - 
As on His name we call. 


And so we give ourselves to prayer 
That God may make us meet; : 
For He must first our hearts pre- 
pare, 
His work in us complete. 


Then shall men turn to Calv’ry’s 
_ stream 
With burdened hearts of woe; 
Salvation then’ shall be our theme, 
And earth be heav’n below. 
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